
the Gardeners Out 
East Newsletter  
Welcome to the official Gardeners Out East Newsletter! We 
will bring you timely information about everything GOE.   
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IN THIS ISSUE  

Carolyn’s Corner  

This month Carolyn talks about 
endangered Monarch butterflies 
and the native Milkweed they use 
for feeding and breeding.     

New feature 

Except for this month, we will post a 
new butterfly or some other picture. 
Guess the butterfly type. Send it to 
me (Nancy Schneider).  

Please Help   

 Please visit our website 
www.gardenersouteast.com for lots 
more information about GOE. If you 
never signed on, the password is 
“Butterfly” and then change to your 
own. 

GOE News  
Editor: Nancy Schneider 

 
 
 
 
 

Wow, the year has gone by so quickly! On behalf of GOE, we are wishing 
everyone a Happy and especially Healthy Holiday Season! Merry 
Christmas, Happy Hannukah, or whatever other holiday you celebrate. 
Here is to 2023!  

What a great holiday luncheon at the Rosemary! Many thanks to Sandra 
and her team: Anna Campbell, Gwen Gottola (our game queen) and 
Joann Graceffo.  

Please remember there is no meeting in January. February will resume with 
a visit to Spanish Point. We will be car pooling so watch for more news next 
month. 

 
 

http://www.gardenersouteast.com/
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Carolyn’s Corner  

by Carolyn Lowry-Nation 

 
Recently, I was drawn to an article regarding 
native plants, which is a hot topic in gardening 
today. I have heard the term “native plants” for 
a long time but have never truly understood 
what they were. To be considered a Florida 
native, the plant must have been growing here 
since the early 16th century, when Columbus 
and the other European explorers arrived. These 
plants have naturally adapted and survived 
Florida climate, soils, and wildlife for thousands 
of years and continue to thrive today. 

 
Because I am such a lover of butterflies, I realize 
how beneficial native plants are to their 
existence. The use of native plants minimizes the 
use of insecticides, fungicides, fertilizers, or 
supplemental water. Native milkweed is the 
Monarch caterpillar’s ONLY host plant. The 
adult Monarch lays its eggs on the leaves of 
milkweed, caterpillars emerge, cocoons form 
and then the beautiful monarch is born. It is truly 
delightful to watch the process! 

 
After decades of decline, the poster child of 
pollinator conservation, the Monarch butterfly, 
has been declared endangered by the 
International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature. Gardeners can play an important part 
in insect conservation by planting a variety of 
native plants. Think about how you may want to 
participate in saving our butterflies by planting 
milkweed in your garden. You won’t regret it for 
a moment.  

 

 

 

         Announcements 

No Meeting in January 

Save the Date: February 6th:  Join us to visit 
Historic Spanish Point. More information coming 
next month. After our visit, we will have lunch 
(place TBD).    

Birthdays: 
Susan Gimbert: December 16 
Judy Johnson: January 3 
Gwyneth Paget: January 4 
Nancy Schneider: January 25 
 
New Members: Please welcome  
 
Name Tags: GOE name tags are available 
for purchase. Contact Venwood Awards at 
sales@venwoodawards.com. They are 
$8.00 plus shipping and tax. Their phone 
number is 931-473-0708. 
 
Tee Shirts: We will provide definitive 
information about Tee Shirts next month but 
we will be required to have a number 
ordered at the same time.  

Classes 
FFGC FLORAL DESIGN STUDY SERIES UNITS 1-6:  
Learn Step-by-Step Floral Design sponsored by 
Garden Club of St. Petersburg. 6 sessions starting 
January 4, 2023. Contact:  Jill Anderson: 
jillandersn@aol.com (727) 798-1970 
 
FFGC ADVANCED FLORAL DESIGN STUDY SERIES 
UNITS 7-9:  Punta Gorda Garden Club. 3 sessions 
starting January 31st at the Charlotte 
Community Center. Contact: Claudia Chopp 
cbchopp@yahoo.com 9416370331 
 
For those of you who love orchids, the Sarasota 
Orchid Society presents Orchids in Paradise: 
January 7-8 Sarasota Municipal Center. 9-5 on 
Saturday and 10-4 on Sunday. If you haven’t 
gone in the past, go and enjoy.  
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mailto:cbchopp@yahoo.com


  
VOL 1 NO.5 DEC 2022  

 

2022- 2023 Meeting Calendar  

January: No Meeting 
 
February 6th: Field trip to Historic Spanish 
Point.  It is located at 337 N. Tamiami Trail, 
Osprey. Lunch will be in a nearby restaurant.  
We will be carpooling there so watch for 
more news! Selby Garden’s members are 
free and guest of members are $12.00.  
 
March 13th: Orchids! Everyone’s favorite 
topic. The speaker will be Roy Krueger who is 
an expert in everything relating to orchids. 
He is a great speaker. He is a past president 
of the Manatee Orchid Society. Please bring 
guests. 
 
April 10th: This is the membership voting 
meeting for the new officers. There will be 
two speakers: Tammy Parrott, Manatee 
County Library Services Manager and 
Lorenzo Liberti, a high school youth who 
creates wooden US flags to honor veterans. 
 
May 9th:  Year End Finale to be held at Ginny 
Kepp’s home 4919 Bonito in Esplanade at 
Lakewood Ranch. More details to come 
 
All meetings will be held at: 
The Celebration of Life Center 
4310 Solutions Lane 
Lakewood Ranch, Florida unless stated 
otherwise.  

 

 

   
Items of interest: If you are interested in joining a 
committee, here is a list of opportunities and contacts: 
Gold Star: Melodie Friedebach 
Hospitality: Sandra Lewis 
Membership: Maddie Daraio 
Program: Joann Graceffo 
Publicity: Nancy Schneider 
Sunshine: Sandra Lewis (Please let Sandra know if any of 
our members are in the hospital or infirm at home or 
have deaths in the family so we can send our 
condolences. 
 
Holiday Luncheon Photos! Many Thanks to Tricia Brocco! 
 

 

.                       

 
Vb 
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